
Knock Out® Rose Care and Information 

 

Easy to Grow and Low Maintenance! 

To date there are 7 varieties of The Knock Out®Roses.  The great thing about The Knock Out® Family of Roses is 
that they really don't require much care at all.  They are easy to grow and will flourish in most any conditions.  You 
can pretty much leave them alone and they will look outstanding. 

Like all roses, The Knock Out® Family of Roses need full sun (at least 6 hours/day).  Plant them individually among 
other shrubs, annuals, perennials in mixed beds and borders or as a colorful hedge. 

The Knock Out® Family of Roses are self-cleaning which means that you don't have to deadhead them (although I 
do deadhead mine purely for a nicer looking shrub).  They have stunning flower power and will bloom throughout 
the season (every 5-6 weeks), continuing until the first hard frost. 

Most roses are typically very susceptible to diseases and pests and can often defoliate and struggle to thrive.  The 
Knock Out® Family of Roses are the most disease-resistant rose on the market today!   

How to Plant a Knock Out® Rose  

The Knock Out rose - 'Radrazz' 

 The Pink Double Knock Out roses - 

'Radtkopink' 

How to Plant a Knock Out® Rose Purchased in a Container 

Step 1:  Decide Where to Plant  
Your rose bush will need at least 6 hours of sun each day, so choose a sunny spot to plant. 



Step 2:  Dig Hole  

Dig a hole that is about twice as wide and as deep as the container. Work the soil at the bottom of the 
hole with your shovel so that it’s loose and aerated. 

Step 3:  Plant  

Remove the Knock Out® Rose from its container. Use your hands to gently loosen the roots at the 
bottom of the plant. Place plant in the hole ensuring that the base of the plant and top of rootball is level 
with the soil. 

Step 4: Fill In  

Add soil back to the hole around the plant. Crumble the soil so that it is nice and aerated. At this point 
you can add in any soil amendments if you wish, such as manure or potting soil. 

Step 5: Water Rose Bush 

Water your Knock Out® Rose thoroughly around the base of the plant allowing it to soak in and 
repeating as necessary. 

Step 6:   Check In 

For the next couple of weeks, check and water plant as needed to ensure it stays healthy. Mulch around 
plant to help retain moisture and reduce weeds. 

How to Plant a Bareroot Knock Out® Rose 

The Pink Knock Out - 'Radcon'  

` The Blushing Knock Out rose - 'Radyod'  
 
Step 1:  Use the right tools  
For this job, you will need the following tools: a shovel (or spade), pruning sheers, and a wheelbarrow (optional). 

Step 2:  Pick an Appropriate Spot to Plant  

Your rose bush will need at least 6 hours of sun each day, so choose a sunny spot to plant. 

Step 3: Clean Up Bush  

Because there may have been some damage to your bareroot rose while it was being shipped clip off some twigs 
and some tops of the canes, as well as some ends of roots so that new roots can grow. 



Step 4: Dig Hole Big Enough For Plant  

Dig a hole that is wide enough and deep enough for the roots of your bareroot rose.  Pile some dirt back into the 
hole to create a cone shape mound for the roots to rest on and spread the roots over and around this mound. 

Step 5: Cover Roots With Soil  

Cover the roots of the your bareroot rose with soil. Because Knock Out® Roses are grown on their own root; you do 
not need to worry about where to place a bud union. 

Step 6:  Water the Roots  

Give your bareroot rose a large drink of water to settle the soil so that there is no air left around the roots. 

Step 7:  Mound Soil Around Canes  

Mound soil up to almost the top of the canes to protect the rose from drying out.  When the shoots start to grow, pull 
the soil away from the plant so that rose bush is back at proper level. 

How to Care for a Knock Out® Rose 

Sunny Knock Out rose - 'Radsunny'  

Easy to Grow Means You Don't Have to Do Much! 

Knock Out® Roses are easy to grow and do not require special care. They are the most disease resistant roses on 
the market today! They have stunning flower power with a generous bloom cycle (about every 5-6 weeks) that will 
continue until the first hard frost. All seven members in The Knock Out® Family of Roses are self-cleaning so there 
is no need to deadhead.  But as I said, you may deadhead for a nicer appearance to the shrub. 

The Knock Out® Family of Roses are winter hardy to USDA Zone 5 and heat tolerant throughout the entire U.S. 
They thrive in almost every area of the country. In the coldest regions, they will need winter protection.  In our Zone 
7 – Knoxville, TN area, no protection is necessary. 

If unpruned, The Knock Out® Family of Roses can easily grow to be more than 3-4' wide x 3-4' tall.  A once a year 
cut (to about 12-18" above the ground) in early spring (after the last hard frost) is also recommended for maximum 
performance. 

The Knock Out® Family of Roses can fit any landscape. Plant them individually among shrubs, annuals and 
perennials in mixed beds and borders. Plant them in large groups to create a colorful hedge. Plant them along a 
foundation to provide a bright border. 

The Double Knock Out rose - 'Radtko'  

When To Trim And Prune Knockout Roses  



Pruning Knockout roses, a shrub rose, nothing could  be easier.  Prune when the forsythia is in 
bloom. I would say early to mid-April, but really keep an eye on the forsythia.  It’s a pretty reliable tool in 
this part of the country.  

How to Prune a Knock Out® Rose 

Follow these simple steps to prune your Knock Out® 

Step 1:  When do I prune my rose bush?  

• This rose is a very low maintenance rose, which would probably do Ok with no pruning one 
season.  

• In fact it’s recommended skipping the first season pruning for shrub roses and floribundas in 
general.  

• Let them grow into the shape they were intended to have, and then after the second year it 
could really benefit from a little pruning or shaping up.  

• Prune your rose bush in early spring, never in the fall and never in the winter.  Check your rose 
bush from time to time as spring moves along and when you start to see new shoots growing 
from the canes on your rose bush, that’s a good sign that it is time to prune. 

• Now of course, you should always remove dead, damaged wood or spindly growth, any time of 
the year.  

Step 2:  Use proper tools  

• You will need a few basic tools when the time comes to prune your roses: gloves, because of 
the thorns on your rose bush. Lopping sheers, for some of the heavier canes that are going to 
be difficult to cut with some of the smaller sheers. Small hand sheers, for some of the finer work, 
and a pair of hedge trimmers to get the job done quickly. 

Step 3:  Determine how high you want to prune 

• Determining how high you want to prune depends on how high you want your rose bush to 
finish.  Your rose bush will usually triple in size after pruning so cutting it back to about a foot to 
18” will leave it at 3 feet when it finishes growing during the season. 



The Rainbow Knock Out rose – ‘Radcor’ 

 

1Knock Out Rose Hedge - As you can see Knock Out roses can be a spectacular 
addition to your landscape and garden.  The need little to no fertilizing and are very low 
maintenance, you’ll find them very rewarding! 

                                                 
1 Nov. 22, 2011 


